THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

October 26 the heaviest bombs yet carried into Ger-
many were dropped and the damage done on that
night was particularly severe. After the big raid on
the night of December 20, one fire of half a mile in
length could still be seen by our bomber crews when
they were fifty miles away on their homeward
flight. clt was like looking at a fire in London from
Brighton/ said one rear-gunner. An even more
spectacular blaze was caused at the electricity
supply station at Klingenburg on the night of
November i. The glow was visible a hundred and
fifty miles away. An immense conflagration was
started in the Charlottenburg railway station on the
same night.
The Great Raids on Hamburg
Our bombers' assaults on the industrial and mili-
tary targets in north-west Germany and the Ruhr
and the Rhineland have been no less detrimental to
Germany's war effort. No centre has suffered more
severely than Hamburg, the second largest city of
the Reich, with a population of nearly 1,200,000
people. In a Bulletin dated November 12 (No. 2243)
the Air Ministry stated: 'Hamburg faces bank-
ruptcy. Every report reaching London emphasises
the growing effects of bomb-blight on this once great
seaport.. . . Each new week swells the ranks of the
workless and adds to depression and discontent. The
docks no longer bustle with the rich trade which
brought prosperity; the burnt-out shells of ware-
houses, the smashed wharves tell the tale of Ham-
burg's ruin'. New ships under construction had been
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